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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 28, 8:30 AND 11:00 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing,” Jeffrey Biersch 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “The Day of Resurrection!” #361 

Greeting 

 

Christ is risen.   
He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Singing God’s praise 
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray:  O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the 
wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath refresh, renew and 
revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
Sit 

 

From the Book of Acts Acts 5:27-32 

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders 
not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter 
and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by 
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms Psalm 118:14-21 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 
  and has become | my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 
  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not | die, but live, 
  and declare the works | of the LORD. Refrain 
 
18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 
  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
  and you have become | my salvation. Refrain 

 

From a New Testament letter Revelation 1:4-8 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth.  
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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    7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it 
is to be. Amen. 
  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels John 20:19-31 

 
 
Holy Gospel is recorded in the 20th chapter of St. John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
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have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing,” #386 
stanzas 1, 4-8 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.   On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portio of the prayers 
 

God our Savior. . . 
. . . have mercy and hear us. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 

 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won,” John Behnke 

Stand 
 

The Gifts are Presented “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful 
Songs,” #847 stanzas 3 & 4 

Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honor and pow’r divine; 
And blessings, more than we can give, 
Be, Lord, forever thine. 
 
Let all creation join in one 
To bless the sacred name 
Of God who sits upon the throne,  
And to adore the Lamb. 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father  

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
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trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 
 

 
 
“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” 
“Bread of Life from Heaven” 

#475 
#474 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
 

ON OUR WAY 

 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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A Song 
 
“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” #384 

 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word,” Johann Pachelbel 
 
 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Minister – Ron Coulter (8:30); Mike Thiel (11:00) 

Lector – Anna Kukelhan (8:30); Alex Seagro (11:00) 

Communion Assistants – Joe King, Alan Parrott, Scott Straffen (8:30);  
Melissa Hollander, Eileen Spicer, Bob Zalac (11:00) 

Acolytes – De’Ante Furry, Gavin Waugaman (8:30); 
Adam Digney, Tim Hollander (11:00) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Cantor (11:00) – Trudy Gustke 

Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); 
Katie Norman, Bob Trapp (11:00) 

Greeters – Brenda Carpenter (8:30); 
Marian Carpenter, Marilyn Sheerer (11:00) 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Brad Paton, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Jenna Cvijovic, Tom Cvijovic, Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan (11:00) 

Nursery—Cathy Brewer, Noah Brewer (11:00) 
 

Altar Guild – Bonnie Price, Marilyn Edwards 

Trustee – Bruce Wolf  
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  IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
+ The Church in its call to Easter mission 

 

+ Baptized people who are struggling to keep their Easter faith 
 

+ People working for peace and reconciliation 

 

+ Our brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka 
 

+ The marriage of Jessica Bowen and Oliver Donohoe 
 

+ The ill:  Dorothy Lewis, Bill Manthey, Richard Quentmeyer, Robert & 
Audrey Ruettger, Jean Uhle 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

+ In memory of Carl & Dorothy Petri 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

April 29—CATHERINE OF SIENA, d. 1380, a theologian, mystic, humanitarian, and 
counselor, at a remarkably young age, to popes and kings.  
 
May 1—SS. PHILIP and JAMES THE LESS, two of the twelve apostles.   
 
May 2—ST. ATHANASIUS, d. 373, a great bishop and theologian who led the 
resistance to a wildly popular heresy of his day.   

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-6, Psalm 30, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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